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Judith Farr : The Gardens of Emily Dickinson before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and al praised The Gardens of Emily Dickinson:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Wonderful Description of Dickinson's Life and PassionsBy
hobbyistBeautiful photos and very interesting insights. So glad the restoration is taking place.O of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Nice book, started out more interested in the gardening ...By marcoNice book, started out
more interested in the gardening angle, but then got into Dickinson and her life.Still working at her poems.O of O
people found the following review helpful. interestingBy eugenie m. quinnit was an interesting look into Dickinson's
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life...alook onerarely sees

Inthisfirst substantial study of Emily Dickinson's devotion to flowers and gardening, Judith Farr seeks to join both
poet and gardener in one creative personality. She casts new light on Dickinson's temperament, her aesthetic
sensibility, and her vision of the relationship between art and nature, revealing that the successful gardener's intimate
understanding of horticulture helped shape the poet's choice of metaphors for every experience: love and hate,
wickedness and virtue, death and immortality. Gardening, Farr demonstrates, was Dickinson's other vocation, more
public than the making of poems but analogous and closely related to it. Over athird of Dickinson's poems and nearly
half of her letters allude with passionate intensity to her favorite wildflowers, to traditional blooms like the daisy or
gentian, and to the exotic gardenias and jasmines of her conservatory. Each flower was assigned specific connotations
by the nineteenth century floral dictionaries she knew; thus, Dickinson's association of various flowers with friends,
family, and lovers, like the tropes and scenarios presented in her poems, establishes her participation in the literary and
painterly culture of her day. A chapter, "Gardening with Emily Dickinson" by Louise Carter, cites family letters and
memoirs to conjecture the kinds of flowers contained in the poet's indoor and outdoor gardens. Carter hypothesizes
Dickinson's methods of gardening, explaining how one might grow her flowers today. Beautifully illustrated and
written with verve, The Gardens of Emily Dickinson will provide pleasure and insight to a wide audience of scholars,
admirers of Dickinson's poetry, and garden lovers everywhere.

Inthisfirst major study of our beloved poet Dickinson's devotion to gardening, Farr shows us that like poetry,
gardening was her daily passion, her spiritual sustenance, and her literary inspiration...Rather than speaking generally
about Dickinson's gardening habits, as other articles on the subject have done, Farr immerses the reader in a
stimulating and detailed discussion of the flowers Dickinson grew, collected, and eulogized...The result is an intimate
study of Dickinson that invites readers to imagine the floral landscapes that she saw, both in and out of doors, and to
re-create those landscapes by growing the same flowers (the final chapter is chock-full of practical gardening tips).
(MariaKochis Library Journal 2004-03-15)This is a beautiful book on heavy white paper with rich reproductions of
Emily Dickinson's favorite flowers, including sheets from the herbarium she kept as a young girl. But which came
first, the flowers or the poems? So intertwined are Dickinson's verses with her life in flowers that they seem to be the
lens through which she saw the world. In her day (1830-86), many people spoke 'the language of flowers." Judith Farr
shows how closely the poet linked certain flowers with her few and beloved friends: jasmine with editor Samuel
Bowles, Crown Imperial with Susan Gilbert, heliotrope with Judge Otis Lord and day lilies with her image of herself.
The Belle of Amherst, Mass., spent most of her life on 14 acres behind her father's house on Main Street. Her gardens
were full of scented flowers and blossoming trees. She sent notes with nosegays and bouquets to neighbors instead of
appearing in the flesh. Flowers were her messengers. Resisting digressions into the world of Dickinson scholarship,
Farr staystrue to her purpose, even offering a guide to the flowers the poet grew and how to replicate her gardens.
(Susan Salter Reynolds Los Angeles Times 2004-05-02)If you want poetry and gardening of equal merit, turn to Emily
Dickinson, whose gardens--poetic and herbaceous--are the subject of an attractive new book, The Gardens of Emily
Dickinson, by Judith Farr. It includes a chapter on 'Gardening with Emily Dickinson' by Louise Carter. This book
catches a constant tension in Dickinson's life. An interesting, skillful gardener, she had a strong literal regard for the
immediate world in which she gardened. And yet the garden in her poemsis never just her garden. Nature serves her
visionary passion. A dandelion demonstrates how 'Winter instantly becomes/An infinite Alas.' | suspect that as she
passed among her flowersin Amherst they evaporated into the symbolic ether behind her. And yet, as Farr notes,
Emily Dickinson had strong gardener's hands. (Verlyn Klinkenborg New Y ork Times Book 2004-06-06)Farr...shows
that Dickinson's use of flower imagery drew on first-hand experience in the garden and conservatory. She was a
passionate gardener, 'able to envision every season and flower at will,' Farr writes, her gardening, like her poetry, ‘the
manifestation of profound and even occasionally rebellious desire."...For bringing us so close to Emily Dickinson--one
can amost hear her breathing--The Gardens of Emily Dickinson deserves wide readership. (Tom D'Evelyn Providence
Journal 2004-05-23)The reclusive poet's garden, conservatory and the nearby woods were intimate theaters, entwined
with her identity, requisite to her survival and her primary inspiration. Plants and flowers had souls and spoke to her;
their lives and deaths were mystical events. In them, she found metaphors for beauty, truth, heaven and earth, and she
wove them into poems she called 'blossoms of the Brain.' Dickinson scholar Judith Farr unravels the symbolismin
Dickinson's spare sensuous poetry and explores the influences of family, friends and Victorian culture on her work.
The final chapter, by horticulturalist Louise Carter, describes plants surely and most likely grown by Dickinson, along
with their care. (She loved heavily scented flowers and described herself as a'Lunatic on Bulbs.") An engrossing read,
illustrated with paintings, photographs and other images from the era. (Lili Singer Los Angeles Times 2004-07-
15)Farr claims Dickinson was better known in her lifetime as a skilled gardener than as a poet. She grew native plants
and more exotic imports, and she botanised in the woodlands and pastures surrounding her home. Thisis, of course, no
news to Dickinson scholars, but the point cannot be stressed too often. Farr makes it emphatically by bringing together
awealth of material about Dickinson's engagement with flowers. Her book, which isfull of close readings, islikely to



become the standard work on the subject. As Farr shows, Dickinson's gardening and writing were intertwined
enterprises, which both required a great deal of care. (Madeleine Minson Times Higher Education Supplement 2004-
07-16)For the serious Dickinson lover, get The Gardens of Emily Dickinson by Judith Farr, an engrossing and serious
biography with deep analysis of the floral themesin the poems. (Carol Stocker Boston Globe 2004-12-02)From the
Back CoverCuttings from the book: "The pansy, like the anemone, was a favorite of Emily Dickinson because it came
up early, announcing the longed-for spring, and, as atype of bravery, could withstand cold and even an April snow
flurry or two in her Amherst garden. In her poem the pansy announces itself boldly, telling her it has been 'resoluter'
than the '‘Coward Bumble Bee' that loiters by awarm hearth waiting for May." " She spoke of the written word as a
flower, telling Emily Fowler Ford, for example, 'thank you for writing me, one precious little "forget-me-not” to
bloom along my way." She often spoke of a flower when she meant herself: "Y ou failed to keep your appointment with
the apple-blossoms, * she reproached her friend Maria Whitney in June 1883, meaning that Maria had not visited her . .
. Sometimes she marked the day or season by alluding to flowers that had or had not bloomed: 'l said | should send
some flowersthisweek . . . [but] my Vale Lily asked me to wait for her." "People were also associated with flowers . .
. Thus, her loyal, brisk, homemaking sister Laviniais mentioned in Dickinson's |l ettersin concert with sweet apple
blossoms and sturdy chrysanthemums. . . Emily's vivid, ambitious sister-in-law Susan Dickinson is mentioned in the
company of cardinal flowers and of that grand member of the fritillaria family, the Crown Imperia." About the
AuthorJudith Farr is Professor Emerita of English American Literature at Georgetown University.Louise Carter isa
professional landscape gardener and horticulturalist.



