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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The History of
Decorated Bookbinding in England (Lyell Lectures):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Distillation of a Lifetime's Work on English Decorated
Bookbindings. Very expensive at $ 1,000 to much higherBy DrThis was an expensive book when it came out. Those
interested in bookbinding snapped up the copies leaving few on the open market.Howard Nixon was one of the leading
experts on Bookbinding of his generation. His main focus was on Englsh Bookbindings but he also published in other
areas -- like his Exhibition ""Bookbindings from the Collection of Jean Grolier " | hope to have my review of this
book up soonThis current book is a summary of Howard Nixon's long interest in and thought about English
BookhbindingsThe Chapters areFrom the Beginning to 1520Gold Tooled Sixteenth Century BindingsThe First Sixty

Y ears of the Seventeenth CenturyThe Restoration PeriodThe Eighteenth CenturyFrom 1898 until the Beginning of the
Modern Movementindex. Pages 115--124. Theindex is very full and very well done and gives accessto agreat deal of
informationThere are 12 colour plates scattered through the textThere are 126 BW illustrationsThis book is the
distillation of Nixon'sinsightsinto English Decorated Bookbings. For that reason it is avery important bookThis book
isvery expensivelf you love bookbinding and can afford it it would be a very good book to ownlf your resources are
less | would go for the Volumes on the Henry Davis Gift ( to the British Library-- Nixon's old work place)Volume
One of the Henry Davis Gift are a series of important but very detailed StudiesVolume Two covers Northern Europe
with some 250 English Bindings of atotal of some 350 plus--see my reviewVolume Three is South European Bindings
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with some 200 bindings and nearly 200 Italian Bindings see my reviewMiriam Foot wrote all three volumes. ( she
edited this current book after Howard Nixon's death )Unfortunately doesn't allow meto link you to the reviewsTry
searching Henry Davis Gift ( Mirjam ) Foot. ( Publisher ) British Library | think Oak Knoll did at least one Volume if
not all ThreeY ou will get awide exposure to first rate Bookbindings in the volumes on the Henry Davis GiftThe
[llustrations are of agood size and in high quality BWThe volumes are collection catalogues and are written to let
scholars interested in Bookbinding what the Henry Davis Gift containsA Binding by X on the basis of the following
facts. | would dateitto YY and it issimilar to other works landed with X and so on.although this may sound
intimidating unless you are well versed in bookbinding studies, thereis still much a more average interested reader
like myself can get from these volumes

Based on the Lyell Lectures given by Howard Nixon at Oxford in 1979, thislavishly illustrated book traces the
decorated binding in England from the earliest surviving example, the St Cuthbert Gospel dating from alittle before
the end of the seventh century, to the beginning of the Modern Movement in the late 1940s. This books emphasisis on
fine binding in leather, with the styles and designs used for its decoration, and with the tools employed to effect these
designs. Thiswork isthefirst to trace comprehensively the development of this English tradition and bring together
numerous illustrations of the superb bindings produced over the last eight centuries.



