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Amy Barickman : The Magic Pattern Book: Sew 6 Patterns into 36 Different Styles!  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Magic Pattern Book: Sew 6 Patterns into 36 
Different Styles!: 

91 of 95 people found the following review helpful. My vote for BEST Sewing Book of 2014!By Just IMHOThis is 
quite possibly the most valuable sewing book I ever purchased, and I have shelves of them! The writing is clear and 
highly readable. The ideas are innovative, stylish, customizable and exceptionally creative but not "out there" so far 
that they're not usable. The illustrations and directions far surpass anything you'd find in packages by big pattern 
companies. Not only does this book offer an amazingly versatile set of patterns, but a wealth of techniques that are 
applicable to other sewing projects. I loved the framing comments about each pattern and its adaptations along with 
the quotes included in the book which provided food for thought and context. This is an unusually fine collection of 
patterns and information about a wide range of sewing projects. If you have never used a PDF pattern before, do NOT 
be timid: They are incredibly easy to use and, as a sewist with around 45+ years of experience, I would suggest these 
for beginners over any "Big Pattern House" package labeled "easy." (Usually those are not really easy, and the 
directions are not anywhere near as clear as what the PDF pattern-creators provide.) This should be "The Top Sewing 
Book of 2014" in my humble opinion. It is one that I will refer to more often than any of the "complete guide to 
sewing" type books I own. One of my favorite aspects of this book is the sheer joy of its readability and how I can sit 
down with it almost as if it's a good novel and get fully engaged, feeling my creative fires lighting up!0 of 0 people 
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found the following review helpful. GreatBy S. LueckLots of patterns0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. For newbies and experienced stitchers --By R. PutneyBought this for my granddaughter, just exploring 
garment sewing. She loved it so much I bought one for myself -- really great ideas for making an entire wardrobe with 
just these six patterns. Instructions and illustrations are clear and easy to follow. Old hands and newbie stitchers will 
get a lot out of this book.

Home sewing is booming again. Inspired by sites like Etsy, Craftsy, Pinterest, and CreativeBug, by the continuing 
popularity of Project Runway and other fashion shows, and by the ever-growing DIY movement, there are more than 
35 million sewists in America. Now, for this new generation that wants to make their own clothes, express their 
fashion sense, look great, be creativeand save money, to bootcomes Amy Barickmans The Magic Pattern Book, an 
illustrated guide to creating a one-of-a-kind wardrobe from six magic patterns. What makes a sewing pattern magic? 
Its a simple equation: One magic pattern can be transformed into six different looksfor example, The Skirt (pattern B) 
yields an A-line skirt, a maxi skirt, a pleated hem skirt, a pencil wrap skirt, a flared bias skirt, and a ruffled mini. Then 
comes even more magicthere are six magic patterns in The Magic Pattern Book, resulting in thirty-six different looks. 
Following each look are suggestions for specific fabrics, many of them repurposed items, for a total of 216 garments 
and accessories. The skill level is basic, and patterns are bundled onto a CD in an envelope in the back of the book, 
and also found online (to be downloaded and printed out on 81/2" x 11" paper). What makes a book magic? Another 
simple equation: great value, a great promise, a great package, and a great author.

About the AuthorAmy Barickman is the founder and designer of the pattern company Indygo Junction. She is also the 
author of Vintage Notions and director of AmyBarickman.com. Ms. Barickman lives in Prairie Village, Kansas. 


