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Berenice Blackburn : The Making of Soap  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The Making of Soap: 

The story of soap from a different perspective - that of the industrial chemist. Miss Blackburn worked many years in a 
laboratory given over to analysis of substances, and in later vears moved to a conglomerate making a range of retail 
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goods of which soap and cosmetics were an important part of the brand. When she retired Miss Blackburn tended her 
vegetable garden and became largely self-sufficient.

About the AuthorBerenice Blackburn was born in the nineteen fifties, just in time - as she says herself - to enjoy a 
solid grammar school education.' At that time girls were hardly encouraged to take up scientific pursuits, but Berenice 
did so with enthusiasm. Afterwards, university and then the world of work. In all her working career, Berenice worked 
for only two companies. She never rose as high as she hoped. The glass ceiling was very thick then,' she says, and still 
exists, I believe.' Asked to mention her finest achievement, Miss Blackburn points to her vegetable garden, which she 
claims not only feeds her organic produce but helps to keep her fit. 


