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Phillip Swindells, Philip Swindells : The Master Book of the Water Garden  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Master Book of the Water Garden: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Didn't live up to the reviewsBy Lit. Prof.This book is beautiful to 
look at but not really very helpful at the nuts and bolts. Its design advice is mostly in generalities, and though its 
building advice is pretty good, I've found more detailed information elsewhere. The discussion of plants is useful up to 
a point because it has lots of nice pictures, but it, too, is short on practical specifics. For example, it doesn't define 
"hardy" by referring to USDA hardiness zones, nor does it explain just exactly how to plant. It will say something like 
'Depth: moist soil to 6",' but what does that MEAN? For step-by-step advice on building a pond, I'd recommend the 
Ortho book All About Garden Pools and Fountains. I wish I could recommend a better book on the plant side of water 
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gardening, but I haven't found it yet!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great Idea Source for the 
BeginnerBy TOO MANY HOBBIESI found this book quite helpful in designing and building my first pond. While I 
can consider very few books perfect representations of their topics this book helped me make intelligent decisions. 
Regardless of what book you pick on the subject you will find that there is a lot to learn in pondkeeping that is simply 
not addressed adequately in books, but rather by "trial and error". Regarding this book, I found the section on fish is 
not very detailed, so those interested in koi keeping will benefit from a book such as The Essential Book of Koi: A 
Complete Guide to Keeping and Care,which is quite good.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four 
StarsBy writegirl36Nice visuals and idea makers.

Water has featured prominently in garden designs for thousands of years, and its appeal to the senses still attracts the 
imagination of gardeners worldwide. Ponds and other water features need careful planning, and though there are other 
books with wonderful ideas, many of them lack the very practical information that water gardeners need to know. "The 
Master Book of the Water Garden" is the most comprehensive book on the subject. It includes detailed step-by-step 
illustrated instructions on all aspects of water garden construction and maintenance--from building a raised pond to 
propagating marginal plants. Philip Swindells also provides advice on choosing a style based on the reader's budget, 
time constraints, available site, and proposed function.

About the AuthorPhilip Swindells has over thirty years of practical professional horticultural experience and now 
works as a consultant specializing in the conservation, restoration, and management of historic gardens, particularly 
water gardens. He has written more than two dozen books and contributes regular columns to gardening publications. 
In 1986 Swindells was awarded the Quill and Trowel international communications award by the Garden Writers' 
Association of America. 


