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Dwight P. Lanmon, Francis H. Harlow, Duane Anderson : The Pottery of Santa Ana Pueblo  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Pottery of Santa Ana Pueblo: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great book!By Richard RassoGreat asset. Beautifully illustrated 
and very informative!2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Pottery of Santa Ana PuebloBy luis w 
moralesVery comprehensive analysis of Santa Ana pottery with ample photographs. Authors are scholars who have 
much experience in studying and writing about Pueblo pottery. A "must have" book for persons interested in SW 
pottery.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. My Review from SouthWest BookViews Summer 2005By 
Kim MessierWhen given the opportunity to review The Pottery of Santa Ana Pueblo I asked myself, as a researcher 
and collector of Native American pottery, why Santa Ana warranted a detailed and exhaustive study of its pottery 
production. After all, Santa Ana has produced very little pottery in the last century and is not very well known to the 
general public. But after reexamining the 2003 release of The Pottery of Zia Pueblo by Harlow and Lanmon 
(published by School of American Research Press) I found this most recent volume could easily be considered the 
continuation of that earlier work.The necessity in analyzing wares from Santa Ana lies in the fact that the pottery of 
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both pueblos, at least until about 1760, so closely resembles each other as to be nearly indistinguishable. Thus, to 
accurately define pottery from Zia (which has always been a prolific village) it is also necessary to define that of Santa 
Ana.In the course of their research the authors say they were able to "(d)escribe the chronological sequence of forms 
and designs based on evidence that has not previously been utilized." To that end they trace the evolution of Santa Ana 
pottery from its early roots with a discussion of Puname pottery styles (c. 1450-1760) to the first pottery style 
identifiable at Santa Ana Pueblo (c. 1760) up to the end of pottery making for local use at the village (c. 1925), and 
through various revivals up to the present.Pottery from museums around the world was examined and 300 vessels 
(more or less) have been illustrated in color, making this volume exceedingly thorough in scope and of enormous 
benefit to researchers and museum personnel. Organized chronologically, well over half the text appears to be 
intended for researchers and archaeologists, since collectors have limited access to pre-1880 pieces. The last two 
chapters will interest collectors most, because during the technical discussions of paste, temper and form (as well as at 
the rather monotonous litanies of design elements of each illustrated piece) the average collector's eyes will likely 
glaze over. Yet this detailed analysis is critical to the understanding of the fundamental differences that define pottery 
by period, style and village of manufacture. Certainly the discussion of the ceremonial break and associated path line 
in Pueblo pottery is invaluable.The author's collective credentials are impeccable, and all are associated with the 
Museum of Indian Arts and Culture in Santa Fe; Harlow and Lanmon as Research Associates, Anderson as Director. 
Harlow, who is a physicist at the Los Alamos National Laboratory, is also one of the foremost authorities on pueblo 
pottery and has written or collaborated on more than half a dozen publications about Southwest Native American 
pottery. Anderson wrote All That Glitters (published by SAR Press in 1999) about micaceous pueblo pottery, and 
Lanmon recently authored When Rain Gods Reigned for Museum of New Mexico Press in 2002 (SBV Vol. 2/2).The 
result is a nicely produced, large format hardcover with glossy pages and color photos; a beautiful-and informative-
book that should become a foundation in any library, public or private, about Southwest Native American art. It is 
hoped the series will continue to encompass every pottery-making village or tribe in New Mexico and Arizona.

The small village of Santa Ana Pueblo in north-central New Mexico has for centuries made distinctive pottery for 
domestic and ritual use. In this book, the authors relate new ideas about the evolution of pottery styles made at Santa 
Ana and compare these styles with those found elsewhere in the Pueblo ceramic tradition. In particular, this richly 
visual study describes the chronological sequence of forms and designs based on evidence not heretofore available. 
The book analyzes the sequence from the earliest date, circa 1760, when positive evidence of Santa Ana origin can be 
identified, through the end of pottery making for local use about 1925 through various revivals to the present time. The 
pottery of Santa Ana Pueblo exemplifies the fine artistic achievement that has brought Pueblo ceramics worldwide 
acclaim.

About the AuthorDwight P. Lanmon has written or collaborated on more than a half-dozen landmark publications 
about Southwest Native American pottery including The Pottery of Zia Pueblo and The Pottery of Zuni Pueblo. He has 
served as the director of the Winterthur Museum and the director and curator of European glass at the Corning 
Museum of Glass. 


