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order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Prayer Shawl Ministry: Reaching Those
in Need (Leisure Arts #4225):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy sandlot7Superb guide for an amazing ministry!1 of 1
people found the following review helpful. Rating on recent book | bought.By Virginia G ThompsonMost of the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1574865919

Shawls are pretty and | feel | will have no problem making them. However the instructions are not as clear as Iwould
like and the weight on the type of yarn to use is not clear. For instance. Light fingerweight yarn. There are three
classes of fingerweight yarns. | am assuming that | would haveto try all three to come to the desired weight. Also the
gaugein this book for the shawl on page 17 isincorrect. | worked it out myself (I think) | am a knitter by written
instructions and sodo everything by the book so the written word is important to me.53 of 55 people found the
following review helpful. Helpful for someone starting a shawl ministryBy J. Bassl recently started thinking about
what crochet work | could do after | finished my last family afghan project and wondered what charitable
opportunities there were for crocheters. An internet search revealed a number of great charitable causes and ministries,
however, the one that most appeal ed to me was the shawl ministry. | looked at the websites of both The Shawl
Ministry (whereit al began) and Lion Brand for information and inspiration. | also looked at the websites of a number
of faith communities which are doing shawl ministry.Along the way, | discovered this book, The Prayer Shawl
Ministry, by Leisure Arts and Lion Brand. | was hesitant to buy it because of concerns expressed by some reviewers,
but after prayerful consideration, | bought the book and am pleased | did.My reasons for buying the book: 1) |
acknowledge | do much better with a crochet book in my hand, than with a pile of print outs of free patterns and
information from the Internet. 2) The book seemed like a concise volume which | would find helpful and | didn't mind
that the publisher would make alittle money off my purchase. It's not the first time I've bought a book to usein
ministry, knowing the book was clearly sold for profit by the author/publisher. 3) Some reviewers mentioned another
book about shawl ministry, but from what | could tell it was for knitters and | am a crocheter. 4) | am starting a shawl
ministry as a personal ministry and will not have the benefit of a group to support and encourage me, so having this
book as a resource seemed appealing.| now have the book in hand and am pleased | bought it. The book includes afew
prayers, which can be used throughout the process of making a prayer shawl and there are some suggestions on how to
do the ministry. The book highlights three churches doing shawl ministry in the Little Rock, Arkansas area (home of
Leisure Arts). There are also four crochet patterns and four knit patterns for shawls/throws. All are Easy and use a
simple repetitive pattern that can be meditative in nature. (And yes, one of the crochet patterns and one of the knit
patterns are available for free from the Lion Brand website.)My only issue with the book and why | rated it four stars
rather than five is a section of stories from those who have used the Lion Brand Homespun yarn and how the yarn was
helpful in their shawl ministry projects. Thereis helpful information in these stories, especially for someone new to
shawl ministry, but | had to get my brain past the Lion Brand marketing in these stories.Despite the marketing aspect,
thisis ahelpful book for those starting a shawl ministry. In addition to purchasing this book, | would also encourage
people to check out the Shawl Ministry website and the websites of the many religious communities who are doing
this ministry for additional help and inspiration.7/19/07 Update to my original 5/4/07 Review: | have now bought
(through) a copy of the knitting book | referenced above, called "Knitting Into the Mystery”. Even though it is written
by knitters from a knitting perspective, | could easily relate to it as a crocheter. "Knitting into the Mystery" isa
spiritual book filled with stories and prayers, and in my mind, it is agood companion to "The Prayer Shawl Ministry"
book, which is more of a concise "how-to" book. Both books are good in different ways.

Join the thousands of knitters and crocheters of all faiths who are creating handmade shawls for people in need.
Whatever your faith and wherever you live, your handiwork will be a gift of comfort, hope, and peace. Over the
centuries, shawls have come to symbolize shelter, peace, and spiritual sustenance. What started as a grass-roots
movement has quickly grown into an international cause, with countless numbers of shawls being given to grateful
recipients around the globe.

About the AuthorLeisure Artsis aleading publisher and distributor of how-to and lifestyle publications with emphasis
on creative crafts, needlework, decorating, and entertaining. Leisure Artsislocated in Little Rock, AR.



