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John Wylie : The Professional Approach to Model Railways: Second Edition  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Professional Approach to Model Railways: Second 
Edition: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Most Comprehensive Rail Modeling BookBy KCI'm new to the 
hobby and have been researching lots of layouts and techniques before I start building. This book is the most 
comprensive I've found yet. It gives many ideas and details about building up a layout from modules starting with a 
very simple module first. The layouts and photos in the book are spectacular. Only thing I've found that could be 
improved is the author never really gives a full overview of the 9-module layout. It would have been nice to see a 
photo of all the sections connected together.The layout on the cover is a really nice, compact multi-level with staging 
tracks underneath. It's awesome to see how he put it together and you won't see anything like it in the typical 
"benchwork" books.18 of 19 people found the following review helpful. Not all models are made the sameBy 
Philanthropic PunditThis book is a wonderful take on a hobby presented by a professional model maker rather than a 
hobbyist.Whilst in itself it may not teach you about specific modelling techniques, there are many specialist topic 
related books and magazines that are better, it does show a different approach on how to build a plausible and 
functioning model railway.John Wylie covers all the items and knowledge that you will need to construct the layout 
that is pictured on the front cover of the book, and a smaller version that was built previously. The techniques that he 
employs are different in some regards to "traditional techniques". For example, the use of Plexiglass (Perspex or 
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Lexan) for structure, and for large volume production is exceptional. This type of insight is very welcomed as after 
several decades modelling, from a hobbyists perspective, this approach makes interesting reading and consideration in 
changing my own techniques.The use of removable sections to construct a layout are not new, but in this book, John 
Wylie demonstrates a very useful option of building sub-assemblies to complete his layout. this helps working at the 
work bench rather than on the actual layout. His methods again are very thoughtful.All in all, a great read, some new 
tricks to be learnt and a great lesson in the approach that a professional model maker uses to achieve results. BTW, the 
layout on the cover is N scale.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Book for the Detail Model 
RailroaderBy J. StoddardExcellent and comprehensive presentation about modeling as the English do. The author is a 
great modeler. His approach is unique and I appreciate the way he is able to compress detail into limited space.

Written by a professional model-maker, this is a fascinating insight into high-end railway modeling and a great source 
of inspiration for beginners and experts alike. The second edition has been significantly updated with new material and 
photographs, and covers the many technological developments since the previous edition, such as digital command 
control. This book is an essential addition to the bookshelves of all serious railway modelers. The first edition of this 
book was first published in 1987.

About the AuthorJohn Wylie is a professional model-maker and is the perfect selection to author this title. 


