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Ted J. Kaptchuk : The Web That Has No Weaver: Understanding Chinese Medicine  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Web That Has No Weaver: Understanding 
Chinese Medicine: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. additional sourceBy KASreaderChinese medicine is a complex 
subject which presents you not only with the patterns of disharmonies to learn but also with the patterns of confusion 
to find yourself in. This book takes a different angle at the subject. I read close to a dozen so far and found it to be a 
valuable link in clarifying certain concepts. There are other books which are more concrete and clear-cut, however, I 
found this book to elaborate on certain topics (like Qi, Essence, etc.) in a much more comprehensive manner. It also 
gives you great critique on different theories (such as 5 Phase theory) that I wasn't able to find in other sources. The 
language is not your everyday English, it took me lots of trips to the dictionary, as a foreigner, however for an 
intelligent reader it should not pause a problem. Quite recommend for someone who wants to dig deeper or finds too 
much confusion in other sources.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Kindle 
CustomerIndepth information that is far more than a casual overview.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Four StarsBy VakmereGood product, no issues.

"Demystifies Oriental medicine in a remarkably rational analysis of both its strengths and weaknesses". -- Science 
Digest

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0809229331


While Western doctors look for disease mechanisms which are the same from person to person, Chinese doctors look 
for overall patterns of disharmony which are unique to each individual. Ted Kaptchuk, who studied medicine in China, 
originally intended to translate Chinese medical texts into English, but quickly realized that it would take more than 
simple translation to convey the meaning of a diagnosis like "damp heat affecting the spleen." Instead, in The Web 
That Has No Weaver, he explains the theory and philosophy of Chinese medicine, as well as methods of diagnosis and 
treatment in terms that can be understood by a Western reader. For anyone interested in studying this ancient system of 
medicine, this book should be at the top of your list. -- From The WomanSource Catalog : Tools for Connecting the 
Community for Women; review by FGPExcerpt. Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.The Chinese emphasis 
on interconnectedness and change takes on a very specific character in the context of medicine. When the Chinese 
physician examines a patient, he or she plans to look at many signs and symptoms and to make of them a diagnosis, to 
see in them a pattern. Each sign means nothing by itself and acquires meaning only in its relationship to the patient's 
other signs. What it means in one context is not necessarily what it means in another context. 


