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Arthur W. Holst : The World of Catasetums  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised The World of Catasetums: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Excellent cultural and informational manualBy NancyAnneIncludes 
information on areas of origin, cultural methods and minute details of climate in native habitat. Best of all, an entire 
chapter devoted to the individual components of catasetinae scent.Culture info at least useful in caring for cycnoches, 
mormodes, clowesia.A fascinating book, and the photos are exquisite.0 of 1 people found the following review 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=088192430X


helpful. Great informationBy Barbara ReardonWell written and informative to us novices....1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. catasetumsBy ian rumbelownow I know why holst's book is called the bible for catasetums. 
love the book!,,what an eye opener for growing these plants

Catasetum is a genus of Central and South American orchids, strikingly beautiful but somewhat neglected by 
hobbyists. The author, an experienced grower, has discovered that catasetums require very different cultural 
techniques from most orchids, but if the plants' particular needs are observed, they are not difficult to grow 
successfully. Among the traits that lend particular interest to the genus is the almost explosive release of pollen, a kind 
of conservatory parlor trick that delights the grower and surprises the unwary.

... of great use and interest to those only casually interested and indispensable to those more seriously involved with 
orchids. -- Steve Harlstrom, Hobby Greenhouse... the first comprehensive volume of Catasetum facts and lore, with 
emphasis on the cultivation of 'this intriguing but bewildering genus!' -- Downs Matthews, Orchids, June 2000Highly 
recommended. -- Choice, February 2000The chapters on the natural habitat, growth cycle, and culture are 
outstanding... a very practical how-to book. -- R.J. Griesbach, HortScience, April 2000This handsome, well-produced 
book should attract more attention to the genus Catasetum. -- Courtney J. Murren, Plant Science Bulletin, June 
2000From the PublisherWorld of Catasetums is not a monograph, per se, but as Holst describes it, a growers helpmate. 
Thus, it is comparatively light on taxonomy (although taxonomy is certainly not absent!) and instead focuses on issues 
that growers find pertinent, such as identification and culture with a little history thrown in. Holst provides very 
practical how-to advice about catasteum culture, with special attention to potting methods but also important 
information about dividing, fertilizing, watering, temperature, light, humidity and air movement, and pests and 
diseases. The key to determining what your catasetum needs is knowing the ecological zone from which the species 
originated, and Holst divides the Central and South America into five zones, explaining each zone carefully, and 
providing a map to give a general idea of catasetums origins. These zones recur throughout the book, linking the 
extensive plant listings to the cultural information. The bulk of this book is devoted to descriptions of the species, with 
the 68 that Holst knows best accorded full-blown descriptions. Additional chapters cover fragrance and breeding, 
accompanied by 89 stunning color photos of catasetums. Orchid lovers will find this book the door to a new 
passion.About the AuthorArthur Holst counts his wide travels as vital to the production of The World of Catasetums. 
In fact, he says that the idea for the book entered his mind on a trip to Belize, where catasetums grow in the wild. A 
veteran of the U.S. army, Arthur has toured many countries, including a number of areas in Latin America. On trips to 
Catasetumland, as he calls the orchids native environment, he faithfully collected vast amounts of information. Arthur 
is a professional linguist, and has worked as a supervisory translator of French, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, German, 
and Russian. This mastery of languages has allowed him access to botanical material from other parts of the world 
unavailable to many orchid enthusiasts. Now retired, he is a full-time author and orchid enthusiast. Married with six 
children, he has found time to write articles on orchid sightseeing in Brazil, and in 1986 he co-authored An 
Introduction to the Cultivated Angraecoid Orchids of Madagascar. Arthur cultivates most of the species described in 
the book in his own greenhouse in the Shenandoah Valley, Virginia. Carl Withner emphasizes in the foreword that 
Arthur converted his greenhouse to growing catasetums, not because his previous orchids grew poorly, but because the 
catasetums grew better and fascinated him completely! As well as through his own cultivation and his writing, Arthur 
also shares this enthusiasm by giving occasional lectures and slide presentations of his rare photos. 


