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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Beautiful!By ArielThis book is old, and written for European 
knitters. However, I am most pleased with it. Once I get through the lingo, I can make anything in here! The patterns 
inside are lovely, if a touch outdated, at least the colorwork; the laces and everything else is practically timeless. All 
the patterns that were not colorwork had both a chart AND a written pattern, colorwork only had a chart. It also 
teaches you what you need to complete the pattern, then you can incorporate them into your own unique garments. I 
adore this book and I'm keeping it forever!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. For the (Mostly) 
ExperiencedBy SavagiaThis is a book for truly serious and somewhat gifted knitters. I would call it 
academic/technical/historical (uninspired.) The "color" work patterns have been charted, but the lace and Aran patterns 
are written, making them more difficult to follow for those who have learned the newer charting method.If you have a 
knitting library deep in technique and patterns, this book is a required, if less than interesting, addition. All the photos 
are black and white.It takes a creative imagination to use these patterns in designing knitwear.27 of 27 people found 
the following review helpful. For serious knitters onlyBy Frances Moore-KyleThis book is not for beginners or casual 
knitters, but if you're interested in ethnic design and the history of knitting, it is a useful reference. The written 
instructions are not to current standard, but are accurate; the charts can be easier to follow for experienced knitters.

In this book you will find 263 different patterns and designs, the best traditional knitting material from the Arabic, 
Spanish, Italian, French, German, Austrian, Dutch, Scandinavian, Shetland, English, Scottish, and Irish knitting 
traditions. All are presented clearly so you can use them immediately in your own work, or use them for learning how 
knitting developed the world over.In an easy-to-use format, the patterns and designs are first presented according to 
country. Then, after a short introduction discussing characteristic patterns, backgrounds, and influences, the author 
presents groupings of folk designs and traditional patterns. Each pattern and design is accompanied by a photograph of 
the completed work and either a chart or carefully written out instructions showing how to work the patterns. Since 
designs and patterns are given for characteristic units that can be repeated, you can use these patterns for projects of all 
sizes and shapes as well as for individual motifs. With a little planning these patterns can be used successfully for a 
wide range of knitting needs.Knitters can use this book for learning exciting knitting traditions and for picking up new 
motifs and designs. In looking through the patterns and designs you will see how new ideas sprang up and how others 
were carried from culture to culture. But most importantly you will have on hand 256 different patterns, some of the 
most powerful folk material the knitter can have. The author's clear instructions can be followed by anyone who 
practices basic knitting.


