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Publication):

Silviculture in tropical forests has along history going back many centuries and active management for timber
production began about 200 years ago. Thereis therefore a considerable body of evidence regarding both sustainable
and destructive forestry practicesin these forests, the future of which is the subject of one of the great scientific and
public debates of the late 20th century. Based on 50 years experience by each author and extensive research of the
literature, this book provides information, much of which was previously not widely available, on the devel opment of
silvicultural systemsin tropical moist forest (a broad term which encompasses many forest types). The book begins by
tracing the early history and goes on to describe the later, more technical phases and the growth of global exploitation.
Examples from many countries are described in detail, considering all aspects including the economic, ecological and
social implications. It isthe aim of the authors to demonstrate that sustainable timber production in many of these
forestsis not only possible, but the techniques necessary have been known to foresters for many decades. This book is
essential reading for forest managers in the tropics, advanced students and researchers in forestry and ecology
concerned with natural resource management and will also be of interest to economists, policy makers and
environmentalists

"This detailed history of tropical forestry was written by two foresters with extensive field experience, and who also
show some sensitivity to ecological issues. H C Dawkins died in 1992, before he could complete his draft. From
Dawkins's outline and incomplete draft, M S Philip completed the task and updated the information into the mid-
1990s. The term ‘tropical moist forest' (TMF) is defined here as low-elevation forests (to about 1500m) with ample
rainfall, seasonal or year-round. It includes the tropical rain forests proper, floodplain forests, and the deciduous
monsoon forests of Asia (which were included by Philip because of the importance of teak to the timber industry). . . .
As asource of information on the history of silvicultural practicesin the tropics, this book has no equal and should be
read by anyone who isinterested in tropical forest issues. It also clearly enunciates and discusses some of the
debatable issues for the future."--The Quarterly of BiologyAbout the AuthorH. Colyear Dawkins, formerly of the
Oxford Forestry Institute, Oxford University. Michael S. Philip, Department of Forestry, University of Aberdeen.



