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Anne Goldgar : Tulipmania: Money, Honor, and Knowledge in the Dutch Golden Age  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Tulipmania: Money, Honor, and Knowledge 
in the Dutch Golden Age: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. it has a lot of probably unnecessary details but i'm learning a lot 
about Dutch history/language/culture ...By AZTrue, it has a lot of probably unnecessary details but i'm learning a lot 
about Dutch history/language/culture from these details. Whenever the author tries to philosophize, i kind of cringe 
and skip it - it's pretty arbitrary. You either write a history/fact book or an opinion book, ideally. But it's still good.0 of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226301265


0 people found the following review helpful. Meandering but informativeBy CustomerThis is, essentially, an extended 
argument that the tulip bubble was overblown; and more of a rhetorical device than an actual crisis. The argument is 
persuasive, but also could have used a stronger editorial hand: this is, itself, a long pamphlet, not a book. Still, an 
interesting read in a time of new bubbles (and moral judgements).22 of 25 people found the following review helpful. 
Good, but could have been betterBy William N. OstroveAfter reading Tulipmania, I feel that the book could have been 
better than it was. Goldgar claims that she used firsthand sources that no one else has used to study the topic of 
Tulipmania before, allowing her to draw conclusions that no one has previously done. Essentially, Goldgar questions 
the traditional interpretation throughout history of Tulipmania, particularly the effect that the crisis actually had on 
Dutch society.Even though these new sources shed new light on the topic, I felt that the book could have been 
delivered in a much better way. Goldgar quickly becomes bogged down with the minutia of the tulip trade. She did 
talk about overall trends; however, I think the book would have been much more interesting if she didn't spend as 
much time writing about individual transactions or individual meetings between buyers and sellers. These are 
necessary to establish the validity of the argument, but I think that the book would be more enjoyable with a few less 
of these examples.The book also could have been improved with some overall statistics about Dutch society at the 
time. For example, (without giving too much away) claims about the economic conditions in the Netherlands during 
the early 17th century could have been backed up with more than just assertions from the author. In addition, the book 
does not spend a lot of time on some key issues, particularly, why the prices suddenly collapsed. This may have been 
out of the scope of the book, and the author does state that the issue is extremely complex and has no easy answer. But 
I think it would have added to the book to spend a bit more time discussing a few of the possible reasons.This is not to 
say that the book had no positives. Simply by looking at new primary sources, the author has done a great service to 
anyone interested in Tulipmania, the Netherlands, or early modern Europe. Goldgar uses actual records from the 
transactions that took place at the time, rather than the pamphlets written by third parties at the time of and shortly 
after the crash in tulip prices. The author put a lot of research into the book, using those records to come up with an 
extensive list of buyers and sellers within the tulip trade. By doing this, she develops an accurate image of who was 
involved in the tulip trade and how far reaching the trade was into society.Another strong point of the book was the 
description of Early Modern Dutch society. An entire chapter is dedicated to art in Holland at the time and how that 
relates to tulips and other collectable items in Dutch society. The book also draws a number of interesting conclusions 
about how business was conducted in Dutch society. As the title suggests, money, honor, and knowledge were all very 
important themes in the Netherlands.The last chapter and the epilogue were the most interesting parts of the book to 
me. It is here that the author begins to use the enormous amounts of detail to draw some conclusions about 
Tulipmania. She explains why Tulipmania was thought to be of such great economic performance, why she feels it 
was not, and why she feels that the effects of the event were distorted. The epilogue ties everything together with a 
discussion on values and knowledge within a society.I recommend this book if you are interested in Tulipmania and/or 
the Netherlands during the early seventeenth century. However, be prepared to slog through minute details to get to the 
good stuff.

In the 1630s the Netherlands was gripped by tulipmania: a speculative fever unprecedented in scale and, as popular 
history would have it, folly. We all know the outline of the storyhow otherwise sensible merchants, nobles, and 
artisans spent all they had (and much that they didnt) on tulip bulbs. We have heard how these bulbs changed hands 
hundreds of times in a single day, and how some bulbs, sold and resold for thousands of guilders, never even existed. 
Tulipmania is seen as an example of the gullibility of crowds and the dangers of financial speculation. 

Tulipmania is in every way a model of historical scholarship, an exemplary piece of historical craftsmanship. Every 
page is rife with rich human detail, and Goldgars lively and elegant style carries the reader, enthusiasm and curiosity 
undimmed, to the stimulating conclusion. Above all, this is revisionist history of the best kind. (Anthony Grafton, 
Princeton University)"This is wonderful book, beautifully written and sustained by archival scholarship of the highest 
order. Its devastating and original demolition of the myth of Tulip mania, the fineness of historical judgment and the 
painstaking reconstructions so effortlessly conveyed on the page make it a pleasure to read." 


