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Donna Strother Deekens, Doug Riddell : Virginia's Legendary Santa Trains  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Virginia's Legendary Santa Trains: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. As Informative as it is festiveBy pmorris27A great read that depicts 
a "magical" time during much simpler times. It captures when we as a society, weren't too smart for our own good. 
The book captures the connection between the Christmas holiday and trains. You don't have to be a huge fan of train 
history to enjoy this holiday throwback.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great giftBy 
BorninKentuckygreat gift0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Santa Train memoriesBy MayorHughI 
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rode on this train from Alexandria VA station with my Mom. It was exciting since our family loved trains. My cousin 
is quoted in the book so I definitely needed to add it to the family library

Beginning in the 1950s, department stores around the Commonwealth teamed up with rail lines to create a magical 
Christmas adventure: the Santa Train. Delight-filled children from Richmond and Alexandria to Roanoke flocked to 
see and ride the trains sponsored by Miller Rhoads, Cox's Department Store, J.C. Penney and many others. These 
majestic trains rode the rails across Virginia with old Saint Nick himself. Join railroad author Doug Riddell and former 
Miller Rhoads Snow Queen Donna Strother Deekens as they recount heartwarming memories of Christmases past and 
chronicle the history of Virginia's Kris Kringle trains.

About the AuthorDonna is the owner of Teapots, Treats Traditions, a tea party business. She is author of Christmas at 
Miller Rhoads: Memoirs of a Snow Queen and Santaland: A Miller Rhoads Christmas. A graduate of the University of 
Richmond, she is married with two sons. Doug is a a retired Amtrak engineer, company photographer, author and 
columnist. His work has appeared in numerous Railroad publications and he is the author of From the Cab: Stories 
from a Locomotive Engineer. A Richmond native, broadcaster and journalist, Doug now makes his home in Ashland 
with his wife. 


