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Barbara Eisenstein : Wild Suburbia: Learning to Garden with Native Plants  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Wild Suburbia: Learning to Garden with Native Plants: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great resource and easy to follow.By KThis is a great book for 
someone new, or someone with some exposure to california native plants. I have read many native plant books and 
learned quite a bit from this book. If I needed to give a book to someone to help guide them through the process of 
converting their yard to native plants, this would be it. The author includes many photos (easily every other page has a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1597143634


photo) to help teach the reader what she/he needs to know. There is a section on the top 20 native plants which are 
chosen based on how easy they are to grow and obtain from nurseries. There are other books that people can get that 
focus on plants (and not how to convert one's yard for growing natives) if one wants to learn about a wider variety of 
natives, but these 20 are a good starting point. I think it's the only native plant book I read cover to cover, instead of 
using it as a resource to pick out only the information I needed. My only slight issue with the book is she discusses the 
issue of "fitting in" with the neighbors. It's a real issue, but I guess I wish people wouldn't hesitate to do the right thing 
even if it bothers their neighbors who probably have a boring lawn that no one ever uses and the common nursery 
exotics that everyone else has in their yard. But it's probably good she addressed the issue as most conscientious 
people think about it when landscaping their yard.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I highly 
recommend this book to any level of gardenerBy CustomerI highly recommend this book to any level of gardener. 
Join her on her journey to a happier place in California. Very helpful if looking for where to start a native yard, add to 
one, or wish to help others do what you have already done. Native plants not only use less water, but provide a 
chemical free habitat for birds and butterflies. My move away lawn was the right choice. The dimensions and 
character are an inviting zen place! So much more than flat ol' grass! Thank you Barbara!

Learning to garden with native plants Wild Suburbia guides us through the process of transforming a traditional, high 
water-use yard into a peaceful habitat garden abounding with native plants. Author Barbara Eisenstein emphasizes that 
gardening is a rewarding activity rather than a finished product, from removing lawns and getting in touch with a 
yard's climate to choosing plants and helping them thrive. Supplementing her advice with personal stories from her 
decades of experience working with native plants, Eisenstein illuminates the joys of tending a native garden-and 
assures us that any challenges, from managing pests to disapproving neighbors, should never sap the enjoyment out of 
a pleasurable and fulfilling hobby. For plant lovers curious about their own ecosystems, Wild Suburbia offers a style 
of gardening that nurtures biodiversity, deepens connection to place, and encourages new and seasoned gardeners alike 
to experiment and have fun.

Written especially to be accessible to gardeners of all skill and experience levels, Wild Suburbia is informative, easy-
to-use, and highly recommended. --Midwest Book From the Inside FlapWild Suburbia guides us through the process 
of transforming a traditional, high water-use yard into a peaceful habitat garden abounding with native plants. Author 
Barbara Eisenstein emphasizes that gardening is a rewarding activity rather than a finished product, from removing 
lawns and getting in touch with a yard's climate to choosing plants and helping them thrive. Supplementing her advice 
with personal stories from her decades of experience working with native plants, Eisenstein illuminates the joys of 
tending a native garden-and assures us that any challenges, from managing pests to disapproving neighbors, should 
never sap the enjoyment out of a pleasurable and fulfilling hobby. For plant lovers curious about their own 
ecosystems, Wild Suburbia offers a style of gardening that nurtures biodiversity, deepens connection to place, and 
encourages new and seasoned gardeners alike to experiment and have fun.About the AuthorBarbara Eisenstein is a 
research associate and former horticultural outreach coordinator at Rancho Santa Ana Botanic Garden in Claremont, 
California. She is the horticultural chair of the San Gabriel Mountains chapter of the California Native Plant Society. 


